Dear Friends,
I want to thank you for your help and support.  My sincere wish is for you to have a Christmas and New Year filled with God’s blessings.  My hope is that you reunite with family and friends and renew commitments and share your love in a deep and meaningful way this Christmas season.  I wish you a heartfelt Merry Christmas and a happy and joyous New Year!
I have been a caregiver most of my life caring for over five hundred foster children, foster adults, pregnant mom’s and their babies. I was a first born so early on I had the responsibility of caring for my 4 siblings.  Although my care giving star has become somewhat tarnished as stories have emerged from my siblings.  They remember the time I sandwiched them between the mattress of the roll away bed with only their heads emerging and the time I deposited my sister in the no longer used cistern.  To be clear they asked to have these atrocities done to them.  I admit I may have left them in their plight just a bit longer than they wished. 
One of my present residents said, “I love Christmas. It is my favorite holiday.”  He has some money to spend on Christmas presents.  We have been talking about his gift giving list.  All of the people involved in his life are on the list; he has himself on that list too.  Every day he asks when can we decorate and put up the tree.  He is really a five year old boy in a 46 year old body.  This week he asked Colleen if he was going to live here the rest of his life.  Colleen told him you are part of the family now and you will always have a home here.  Every few weeks he needs that reassurance of knowing he has a place to call home, and a family where he belongs.  We spoke those words in faith.  The reality is without the blessing of God through your generous and continued support the Beth-birei Home would cease to exist.  

To be candid Beth-birei is facing the worst year financially in our 23 year history.  We need a miracle to get caught up by the end of the year.  I believe in miracles. (“Miracles are happening every day!”Musical Flower Drum Song). The bank has been patient but I know our mortgage must be paid up soon.  I told our banker that December has been in the past a month that our donors have come through for us.  I am asking that you prayerfully consider a gift to Beth-birei so we can become currant on our obligations.  Thank you for your support and your prayers.  Your gift will assure that we will continue to have “Room at the Inn” to help those God sends our way.  Again have a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.  
For Christ,

Michael Schedgick, Director/House parent

